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Superbug that came from hedgehogs FUHEH
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Having discovered this strain of MRSA in dairy cattle a decade ago, scientists
from the University of Cambridge wanted to know where it came from, and

whether the use of antibiotics on farms had caused it to emerge.
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So, a team of biologists across Europe collected and examined more than a
thousand samples of the bacteria taken from wild animals. Their painstaking
genetic investigation revealed that the strain evolved on hedgehog skin more
than 200 years ago in an evolutionary arms race with a common skin fungus that

releases a natural antibiotic.
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But the researchers stress that while it’s crucial to understand the sources of
antibiotic resistance in nature, our own overuse of antibiotics is the main driver

of resistance in harmful bacteria.
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1. Where was this strain of MRSA discovered?

2. How many samples of bacteria did a team of biologists across Europe collect
from wild animals?

3. According to the findings, when and where did this new strain originally come
from?

4. What do scientists say is the main driver in the resistance of harmful bacteria
in humans?
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1. Where was this strain of MRSA discovered?
This strain of MRSA was originally discovered in dairy cattle 10 years ago.

2. How many samples of bacteria did a team of biologists across Europe collect
from wild animals?

They collected more than a thousand samples.

3. According to the findings, when and where did this new strain originally come
from?

It evolved on hedgehog skin over 200 years ago.

4. What do scientists say is the main driver in the resistance of harmful bacteria
in humans?

Our own overuse of antibiotics.
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