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Detecting aggressive prostate cancer SEE AL
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Bacterial infection is known to play a part in the development of some other
cancers in the body, such as the stomach and bowel. And now researchers believe

they have proof that the same could be true for the prostate.
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The University of East Anglia team studied more than 600 patients with and
without prostate cancer, to check if bugs in urine might be associated with the

disease.
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They found five bacteria that were linked to aggressive prostate cancer cases. This
could be useful clinically since current checks, such as PSA blood tests and

biopsies, can't always predict which cancers are dangerous.
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Prostate cancers are not always life-threatening. Some grow too slowly to ever
cause any problems. The challenge is diagnosing and quickly treating the risky

ones.
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1. What is now thought to be partly responsible for the development of prostate
cancer?

2. What did the research team look at in this study?
3. How might this research improve on the current checks for prostate cancer?

4. True or false? Some prostate cancers grow too slowly to ever cause any problems.
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1. What is now thought to be partly responsible for the development of prostate
cancer?

Researchers now believe bacterial infection is known to play a part in the
development of prostate cancer.

2. What did the research team look at in this study?

The University of East Anglia team studied more than 600 patients with and
without prostate cancer, to check if bugs in urine might be associated with the
disease.

3. How might this research improve on the current checks for prostate cancer?
Current checks can't always predict which cancers are dangerous but this new
research identified five bacteria that were linked to aggressive prostate cancer
cases.

4. True or false? Some prostate cancers grow too slowly to ever cause any problems.

True. Prostate cancers are not always life-threatening. Some grow too slowly to
ever cause any problems.
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