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It's the most advanced polar ship ever to set sail. Named after Sir David
Attenborough, it took just four years to build. Now it's getting ready for its first
voyage to Antarctica.
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Captain Will Whatley, British Antarctic Survey

Seeing the ship amongst the ice will be absolutely remarkable and it's something
we are all really looking forward to. Working in the Antarctic, sometimes you
might think you'd get used to it, but every time it still amazes us.
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Rebecca Morelle, BBC Science Correspondent
This is a state-of-the-art research ship and here on the top deck is the helipad, so
scientists and the crew can be brought to and from the ship while she's at sea.
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In here, you have the living quarters, a cosy cabin for two, because the crew on
here can stay on board for two months at a time. There's room for 30 crew and 60
scientists on the ship.
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And this is the all-important coffee shop, where after a hard day of polar research,
the crew can come in and take a bit of a break.
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This big hole in the middle of the ship goes all the way from the sea up to here.
It's called a 'moon pool' and it means that scientists can access the ocean with
their instruments, whatever the weather.
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It's not just the water, scientists will be studying every aspect of this rapidly
changing ecosystem — from the animals that live there, to the creatures they feed
on, and the nature of the ice itself. This ship will transform our understanding of
the poles.
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Dr Sophie Fielding, Biological Oceanographer, British Antarctic Survey

The beauty of this ship is that we can bring lots of scientists from different
diverse disciplines together on the same ship with lots of brilliant state-of-the-art
facilities for each of those groups. So, we can bring biologists, chemists,
geologists, physicists all together. And that's really important when we're
addressing issues around the environment.
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The Sir David Attenborough will head off in a few weeks, stopping at the
Falklands on the way to Antarctica, and the man it's named after has recorded a

special message for when it sets sail.

KE - ZEBELSRAILEE A, ERTERRTE S SERT 2 (BRYERN
Wity EH, XA R SRR A, MOSMER R ATES 7 REAE 2

Sir David Attenborough's voice

Your attention, please. Any personnel on board not sailing with the vessel, please

disembark.
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The crew can take a break in the coffee shop.
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