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Butterfly numbers drop a mystery,
say experts
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Each year, tens of thousands of people take part in The Big Butterfly Count to help

experts chart the fortunes of common species.

Some butterflies recorded their worst numbers since the project began in 2010.

Sightings of commas were down 46% compared with last year.

Butterfly Conservation says the weather this summer should have helped the insects. It
thinks the mild winter and cold spring could have had an effect along with pesticides. But
there were some successes — red admirals were up 70% on last year, and green-veined

whites were up 58%.
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I. Why do tens of thousands of people take part in The Big Butterfly Count?
2. In which year did the project start running?
3. True or false? The drop in the number of butterflies was across all species.

4. Which word in the text means ‘chemicals used to kill harmful insects’?
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I. Why do tens of thousands of people take part in The Big Butterfly Count?
They take part in The Big Butterfly Count to help experts chart the fortunes of
common species.

2. In which year did the project start running?
The project began in 2010.

3. True or false? The drop in the number of butterflies was across all species.
False. Some species, such as red admirals and green-veined whites, were doing
well.

4. Which word in the text means ‘chemical products used to kill harmful insects’?
Pesticides.
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