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Are British people the politest in the world? gE3:E &
JeE N AL ?
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Around the world there are a variety of ways to express gratitude in thousands of
different languages. Here in England, children are taught from a young age that they should
say "thank you" whenever possible, with "what's the magic word?" being a familiar phrase
with parents across the nation.

FEMEA R, ETRAENE S A S FERIB B G T e e, 2
RN R AT U, REA LS RAZ U B o SN2 B R
T RAT AT 7 IRAIEEE T B B .

Now scientists have looked at languages across five continents and found that officially no
one expresses gratitude more than the British. But not as much as you may think — we only
say 'thank you' just one in seven occasions that we should do.
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Russians only thanked each other three per cent of the time and lItalians only 14 per cent.

But Giovanni Rossi of the University of Helsinki and a lead author of the study said that this
wasn't just people being rude.
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Giovanni and his fellow scientists suggest that English children might be coerced by adults
to enter into a politeness routine when their parents might not even do the same.
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|. What is the 'magic word' that children are told to say?

2. Which people only said "thank you" three per cent of the time?

3. True or false? British people are thought to be the politest because they say ‘thank you’

all the time.

4. What does Giovanni suggest English parents do to their children?
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I. What is the 'magic word' that children are told to say?

The 'magic word' is "thank you".

2. Which people only said "thank you" three per cent of the time!?

Research found Russians only thanked each other three per cent of the time.

3. True or false? British people are thought to be the politest because they say ‘thank you’

all the time.

False. Although research found the British say ‘thank you’ more times than
anyone else, it’s not as much as you may think - they only say 'thank you' just

one in seven occasions that they should do.

4. What does Giovanni suggest English parents do to their children?

Giovanni and his fellow scientists suggest that English children might be coerced
by adults to enter into a politeness routine.
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