BBC LEARNING ENGLISH

Media English #EATGE B[B[C

LEARNING

Mysterious radio signals from deep space EhELls
FEAE B
detected

K B BTIR T KRS 5

MERN—RETHEHREREBZERNMWET, RUEXEER T XLEESHH
o BRURIRIE ST B R U Ok TR AR IR b AT 2

Fast radio bursts, or FRBs as they're known, last for just a thousandth of a second. But
what they lack in duration, they more than make up for in power. Astronomers have

detected them from distant galaxies that are billions of trillions of miles away.

PROES g, AR “FRBs” , RIFLET 8. (EENIERFLEN (8] EFrsh= 1), 1£
i B BLREh . RICER OIS B2 SR 2 A R T EA.

Researchers have no clear explanation for how they are formed, but theories ranged from
the far-fetched, that they're pulses powering alien starships, to the relatively prosaic,

that they are a result of the collision of two dying stars.
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The mystery deepened last year with the detection of a repeated FRB from the same
location, which ruled out the idea that this was the result of a destructive process. Now,
Dr Shriharsh Tendulkar and colleagues at McGill University in Montreal have discovered a

second repeating FRB.
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What's especially exciting about fast radio bursts is that they interact with every electron
and every magnetic field they encounter on their intergalactic journey. This means that
embedded within these bursts is a record of their voyage across deep space. And so

FRBs can in effect, be used as probes to study the distant galaxies from which they come.

Rl & NSAT I, PRG35 EANIE 2 BT & 2 (& — A s AR — M)
HAHEAFH . REWRE AR LRI P iRa e F R E TRl Pl #HsLk,
RIS Fi 2 ] AR SR T EOR BT EATTAER B IR 2 A

1. HICR

fast radio bursts PRI R R

duration E2SWing el

astronomers RIFEHK

distant galaxies PRI E R

far-fetched AL EAE K

pulses ik

starships B, EbR

prosaic IR TG AT HY
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I. True or false? Scientists are not exactly sure how fast radio bursts are formed.

2. How long do fast radio bursts last?

3. What can fast radio bursts be used as!?

4. Which word in the text means ‘the act of discovering something’?
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I. True or false? Scientists are not exactly sure how fast radio bursts are formed.
True. Researchers have no clear explanation for how they are formed. There

are a number of theories.

2. How long do fast radio bursts last?

Fast radio bursts last for just a thousandth of a second.

3. What can fast radio bursts be used as?
Fast radio bursts can in effect be used as probes to study the distant galaxies

from which they come.

4. Which word in the text means ‘the act of discovering something’?

Detection.
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