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Radical Parkinson's treatment tested in RIBHF
patients
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Parkinson's causes parts of the brain to become progressively damaged, resulting in a
range of symptoms such as involuntary shaking and stiff, inflexible muscles. Now British
scientists have, for the first time, given a protein called GDNF directly into the brain in the

hope that it could regenerate dying cells and even reverse the condition.
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4| participants underwent robot-assisted surgery to have four tubes screwed into their
brains, which allowed GDNF to be infused to the affected areas with pinpoint accuracy

via a port in their head.
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In the study, some patients received the protein and others received a placebo. Both
groups showed improved symptoms, so it's not clear if the protein was responsible for the
benefits. However, scans did find evidence of improvement to affected areas of the brain in

those given GDNF.
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Researchers hope that further trials could look at increasing the doses of GDNF for the
duration of treatment. While this is far from a cure for those with Parkinson's, it may

provide some hope to the millions of sufferers around the world.
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2. PYEEEME: WERTEEE, BETIHE . (ERLTIO
I. True or false? The GDNF protein is inserted into the brain using a pin.

2. What is hoped will happen to the cells in someone's brain when the protein GDNF is

inserted into it?
3. What did scans show about those patients given GDNF protein?

4. To what extent is this trial a solution for curing Parkinson's?
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I. True or false? The GDNF protein is inserted into the brain using a pin.
False. The GDNF is inserted into someone's brain via a test tube using pinpoint

accuracy.

2. What is hoped will happen to the cells in someone's brain when the protein GDNF is
inserted into it?
Scientists hope giving a protein called GDNF directly into the brain, could

regenerate dying cells and even reverse the condition.

3. What did scans show about those patients given GDNF protein?
Scans found evidence of improvement to affected areas of the brain in those

given GDNF.

4. To what extent is this trial a solution for curing Parkinson's?
This trial does not provide a solution and the reporter says "this is far from
cure for those with Parkinson's" but it may provide some hope to the millions of

sufferers around the world.
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