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Birth rate in England and Wales hits FAEH
record low
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Just over 657,000 babies were born in England and Wales in 2018, the fewest since 2005

and the lowest rate since records began more than 80 years ago.
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It is the third year in a row that it's come down and echoes a similar decline in other

countries, including France and Australia.
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The Office for National Statistics says falling fertility rates have been exaggerated by an
ageing population. The proportion of older people, compared with women who are of

childbearing age, is increasing.
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I. When did records of births begin in England and Wales?

2. True or false? The birth rate in England and Wales has dropped faster than in places

like France and Australia.

3. What section of the population in England and Wales is increasing?

4. How has the birth rate changed in England and Wales in the last three years?
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I. When did records of births begin in England and Wales?

Records of births began more than 80 years ago.

2. True or false? The birth rate in England and Wales has dropped faster than in places
like France and Australia.

False. France and Australia have had a similar decline to England and Wales.

3. What section of the population in England and Wales is increasing?
The population is ageing so that means there are more older people than

younger people.

4. How has the birth rate changed in England and Wales in the last three years?

It is the third year in a row that the birth rate has declined.
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