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Scientists develop artificial tongue for FEHHT
whisky tasting
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Engineers used sub-microscopic slides of gold and aluminium, arranged in a chequerboard
pattern, to act as the tongue’s taste buds. The researchers poured whisky samples over

the metals and measured how they absorb light while submerged.
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The artificial tongue was able to tell the differences between various whiskies with an
accuracy of more than 99%. It could also pick up subtle distinctions between the same

whisky, aged 12, 15 or 18 years.
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Scientists at the universities of Glasgow and Strathclyde who carried out the research say it
could be used to test virtually any liquid. They claim it could help to reduce the trade in
counterfeit alcohol, which is sold illegally across the UK and can contain dangerous

chemicals, including windscreen washer and bleach.
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I. Which metals were used to create this artificial tongue?

2. True or false? The artificial tongue was able to tell the difference between whiskies of

different ages.
3. How will this invention help the whisky industry?

4. What else could this artificial tongue be used for?
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I. Which metals were used to create this artificial tongue?

Engineers used sub-microscopic slides of gold and aluminium.

2. True or false? The artificial tongue was able to tell the difference between whiskies of
different ages.
True. It could pick up subtle distinctions between the same whisky, aged 12, 15

or |18 years.

3. How will this invention help the whisky industry?
It could help to reduce the trade in counterfeit alcohol, which is sold illegally

across the UK.

4. What else could this artificial tongue be used for?

Scientists say it could be used to test virtually any liquid.
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