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Media English FA&9eiE NG
University bans hamburgers 'to tackle FEHHT
climate change’
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No mince, no burgers, and certainly no steak night. Beef is off the menu at Goldsmiths
University in London. According to the UN, livestock accounts for 14.5% of the world's
greenhouse gas emissions and cattle for almost half of that. That's why the new Warden of
Goldsmiths, their word for the person in charge, has decided to take this step. Prof Frances

Corner says declaring a climate emergency cannot be empty words.
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Banning beef, of course, isn’t that huge an intervention, but Goldsmiths is also charging a
twelve-cent levy on bottled water and single-use plastic cups. It plans to install more

solar panels and switch to 100% clean energy supplier.
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The beef ban has its critics. The UK’s National Farmers’ Union says removing beef from
menus is an overly simplistic approach and that British beef farming is much more

sustainable than average.
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Nevertheless, some companies are finding it profitable to offer cattle-free alternatives and
not just when it comes to food. Dr Martens, the footwear company, has announced a 70%
increase in profits thanks in part to its new range of vegan boots, now amounting to 4%

of the company’s sales.
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single-use — IR
solar panels K FH fE FIBAR
clean energy ERAE

critics

PP, O

overly simplistic

o e

sustainable

CEs§=4:0]

cattle-free

AE AT

vegan boots

“EREH”

amounting to

j‘i ?IJ ’ AI‘_EZI\ i’"‘

2. YRR BERSEEE, EETHRE . (ERLTR)

I. True or false? Everyone is in favour of Goldsmiths’ beef ban.

2. How much of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions does livestock account for, according

to the UN?

3. Besides banning beef, what else is Goldsmiths doing to tackle climate change?

4. Which word is used to mean ‘a set or collection of the same type of goods made by a

company’?
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3. &%

I. True or false? Everyone is in favour of Goldsmiths’ beef ban.
False. According to the report, the beef ban has its critics, meaning there are
people who do not approve of it - in this case, the UK’s National Farmers’

Union.

2. How much of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions does livestock account for, according
to the UN?
According to the UN, livestock accounts for 14.5% of the world's greenhouse

gas emissions.

3. Besides banning beef, what else is Goldsmiths doing to tackle climate change?
Apart from banning beef, Goldsmiths is charging a twelve cent levy on bottled
water and single-use plastic cups. It also plans to install more solar panels and

switch to 100% clean energy supplier.

4. Which word is used to mean ‘a set or collection of the same type of goods made by a
company’?

Range.
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