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Blood test 'can check for more than SR
50 types of cancer
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Doctors already have ways to screen for cancer, but a single blood test that
could check for lots of different tumours simultaneously would be revolutionary.
That's what researchers from the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Harvard
Medical School, along with UK colleagues from the Francis Crick Institute and

University College London, are working on.
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Their test looks for chemical changes to bits of genetic code that leak from
tumours into the bloodstream. The patterns detected can predict whether a

cancer is probably present and what type it is.
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In trials with thousands of patients, the test was able to do this for more than 50
types of cancer, including lung and bowel, even when the person had no
symptoms. It gave a correct positive result almost every time, but it did miss

some cancers that were there, especially early ones.
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Experts say more studies are needed before the test can be rolled out for

general use.
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1. True or false? Currently, there aren’t ways to help doctors to test whether a
patient has cancer.

2. What does the blood test look for in a patient?
3. In the trials, how many types of cancer was the test able to check for?

4. How accurate was the test during the trials?
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1. True or false? Currently, there aren’t ways to help doctors to test whether a
patient has cancer.

False. Doctors already have ways to screen for cancer.
2. What does the blood test look for in a patient?

The blood test looks for chemical changes to bits of genetic code that leak
from tumours into the bloodstream.

3. In the trials, how many types of cancer was the test able to check for?
The test was able to check for more than 50 types of cancer.
4. How accurate was the test during the trials?

It gave a correct positive result almost every time, but it did miss some cancers
that were there, especially early ones.
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