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Coronavirus: Wildlife scientists examine SE AL
the great 'human pause'
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It's been for tragic, costly reasons, but we've pushed the pause button on human
activity all over the world. And on an increasingly crowded planet, wildlife

scientists think this will have some profound effects.
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Videos of urban wildlife encounters have been widely shared on social media, but
the way to study what's actually happening, researchers say, is with bio-loggers:
tracking devices fitted to animals to record their movement, position; sometimes

even audio and video.
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In dozens of studies, researchers have fitted trackers to species from African
elephants to migrating cuckoos, and some of their data's been automatically
uploaded throughout lockdown, giving a unique insight into how our presence

and absence affect those animals.
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A glimpse of how animals move around while roads are much less busy, for
example, could show us where to put wildlife crossings and corridors, or where
small changes in our transport network could have the most positive impact for

nature.
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1. True or false? Scientists think the pause in human activity could have some
profound impacts on nature.

2. What videos have been widely shared because of the lockdown, according to
the text?

3. What are bio-loggers?

4. What could the movement of animals on a much less busy road show us?
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1. True or false? Scientists think the pause on human activity could have some
profound impacts on nature.

True. Wildlife scientists think that pushing the pause button on human activity
around the world could have some profound impacts.

2. What videos have been widely shared because of the lockdown, according to
the text?

Videos of urban wildlife encounters have been widely shared on social media.
3. What are bio-loggers?

They are tracking devices fitted to animals to record their movement, position;
sometimes even audio and video.

4. What could the movement of animals on a much less busy road show us?
It could show us where to put wildlife crossings and corridors, or where small

changes in our transport network could have the most positive impact for
nature.
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