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Study finds farm chemicals killing more SR
bees
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Our bees face multiple threats to their survival - from a loss of food rich natural
grassland to the dozens of chemical pesticides that are commonly used in

agriculture.
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This study set out to measure how those different stresses interact to affect the
insects. The researchers examined 90 studies that each measured the effect on
bee health of a specific agricultural chemical or another environmental

challenge.
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They worked out that combinations of several chemicals killed many more bees

than expected. This is because, the researchers say, pesticides interact.
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Each chemical enhances the damage caused by another. Since pesticides are
often sold as mixtures of compounds to use on crops, the scientists say that the
regulation of these chemicals needs to be updated to factor in this harmful

interaction, and to protect our threatened and precious pollinators.
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1. What threats do bees face?

2. What did the 90 studies that the researchers examined measure?
3. What did the scientists work out from the study?

4. What do the scientists believe needs to be updated?
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1. What threats do bees face?

They face multiple threats to their survival — from a loss of food rich natural
grassland to the dozens of chemical pesticides that are commonly used in
farming.

2. What did the 90 studies that the researchers examined measure?

The 90 studies each measured the effect of a specific agricultural chemical or
another environmental challenge on the health of bees.

3. What did the scientists work out from the study?

They worked out that combinations of several chemicals killed many more
bees than expected.

4. What do the scientists believe needs to be updated?

They say the regulation of these chemicals needs to be updated.
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