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Study finds aspirin could help in treating S
some breast cancers
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Around one in five breast cancers are triple-negative. It’s a type that hormone

treatment and most targeted cancer drugs don’t work against.
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8,000 women are diagnosed with this type of breast cancer every year and it
disproportionately affects those aged under 40 and black. They face a treatment
combination of surgery, chemotherapy and radiotherapy that can come with

side effects.
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If the clinical trial in humans using aspirin is successful, it could boost the
effectiveness of the immunotherapy drug avelumab, which helps the immune

system target and attack cancer. Trials on animals have been successful.
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Dr Anne Armstrong, the trial lead, says that inexpensive aspirin, combined with

immunotherapy, could ultimately provide a safe new way to treat breast cancer.
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1. What proportion of cases of breast cancer are triple-negative?
2. Which demographic is most affected by triple-negative breast cancer?

3. What treatment do people who have triple-negative breast cancer usually
receive?

4. Which drug’s effectiveness could be boosted by aspirin?
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1. What proportion of cases of breast cancer are triple-negative?
Around one in five.

2. Which demographic is most affected by triple-negative breast cancer?
People who are under 40 and those who are black.

3. What treatment do people who have triple-negative breast cancer usually
receive?

They face a treatment combination of surgery, chemotherapy and radiotherapy
that can come with side effects.

4. Which drug’s effectiveness could be boosted by aspirin?

Aspirin could boost the effectiveness of the immunotherapy drug avelumab.
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